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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 2025
Date Sermon Title Scripture )
11.30.2025 The Hope of Advent Matthew 24:36-44 WS AL 7
12.7.2025 The Peace of Advent Matthew 3:1-12 A R =
12.14.2025 The Joy of Advent Isaiah 35:1-10 ' ,i}wz\
12.21.2025 The Love of Advent Matthew 1:18-25 aren,
12.28.2025 Celebrating Christmas Luke 2:21-39

Disciplines 2026 DISCIPLINES DEVOTIONAL

~ For those who have requested a 2026 devotional, we will be placing the order

no later than December 2nd. We will reach out to each of you when our books

arrive and make sure you get your copy. This resource is a great way to join other
church members in daily scripture reading, prayer, and reflection.

COMMITMENT TO FUMC MINISTRIES

Thank you so much to everyone who turned in a commitment card. We
have been working on organizing all the ministry commitments and
making sure your name is passed on to the right ministry leader. If you
have any questions, please contact the church office and let us

know. Thank you!

HARVEST OF THE HEART
Our Harvest of the Heart mission was a big success! Thank you for your
generosity. The items collected will help to keep our Pantry stocked and to
make Emergency Food available for those in need. As always, you are
living into our motto - “Christ our Life, Service Our Lifestyle”!

CONGREGATIONAL CARE WITH CHRISTMAS CARDS

Our last Sunday to bring in signed Christmas cards is Sunday, Dec. 7th.
The Congregational Care team will be hand delivering these cards to
our beloved friends. The list of recipients is on a table in the Commons,
along with a basket to put your signed cards into.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

On Wednesday, Dec. 24, you will have 2 options to worship with us. We will have a worship
service at 10:30am in the Sanctuary that will include Holy Communion. Our traditional
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service will start at 7pm with music and worship will begin at 7:30
pm. There will be no communion at the 7:30 Candlelight Service. The choir will sing at the
7:30 service only. Other than the communion and the choir singing, both services are
identical.
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a® TEMPLE CHOIR TO SING AT OTTERBEIN CONCERT DEC. 16

0 S J\@%)‘"’ Our choir has been invited to be a featured choir at the Ofterbein
@o@@ - Senior Living Community in Lebanon on Tuesday, Dec. 16 at 7pm.

We will sing 2 pieces on our own and then also join the Otterbein

choir on 2 additional songs. This concert is always exciting. The
concert is open to the public and free. It will be held in the Otterbein Chapel located in the
main building. If you have any questions call Mary Ellen at the church office. Hope to see
you therel

HARPS COMING TO FIRST FRIDAY DEC. 5th

Harps of Grace will be bringing Holiday music to our sanctuary at one of ¥y s
the biggest concerts of the year. Come early to get a seat! We are so ex- QH >
cited to be able to host this wonderful group of harpists from Dayton every "\
December. What a blessing! Concert is from 12 noon to Tpm. Bring your

friends!

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY “THE FIRST NOELF”

SUNDAY, DEC. 14

We are excited to announce we're having a play! Pastor Kim wrote
this play several years ago and we will celebrate her return to our
sanctuary by presenting the play during the church service. There will
be an organizational meeting on Nov. 30 after church for all who
would like to be involved—-kids and adults alike! We'll need set
creators, "kid wranglers"', and actors! It's a short play and lots of fun!
Larry Kreps has agreed to be the "EIf* and we are looking forward to
seeing Larry using his acting skills! If you would like to participate and
would like a script ahead of time, call Mary Ellen at the church office. 513-423-4629.

BAPTISM CELEBRATION OF

PABLO CARDENAS HERNANDEZ

It was a beautiful combination of both our church members
and of Pastor Daniel's Pleasant Ridge congregation as we met
for a light lunch and the baptism of Pablo. Pastor Kim presided
and it was so nice to see Pastor Daniel and Anahi's newest
family member be brought into the community of Christ.

CALLING ALL BAKERS

The United Women in Faith is having a Cookie Walk on Dec. 14th in
the Commons. You may purchase your baked goods before and
after worship. We greatly need and appreciate all those willing to
bake cookies and donate them to our annual fund raiser. If you
are willing to contribute please mark your cookies as Nuts/Peanut
Butter or Nut Free and have them to the church by Sun. morning
Dec. 14th. Please call the church office if you any questions.
Thank you in advancel!
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A Note from Rev. Daniel Cardenas, Associate Pastor

“We are united” o .
AcCts 2:42,44 ) ‘.
As the Christmas season approaches, we start to feel the warmth of PIATR ,
kindness, love, and goodwill toward our neighbors. Ever since | ®
arrived in the United States, I've truly enjoyed seeing the lights, the °

decorations, and even experiencing a white Christmas a couple of

times—something | had only seen in movies back home. However,

there's something else I've noticed that has brought me even greater joy: this season
presents us with a beautiful opportunity to reach out and extend a helping hand to those
who need it most, drawing us closer together both inside and outside the church.

One of the ways I've witnessed this congregation’s generosity and unity is through the
Community Christmas Dinner. This year, we once again have the chance to bless our
brothers and sisters in need through this meaningful event. The Community Christmas Dinner
will take place on December 9th at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall. If you're able to help in
any way, you won't want to miss it. It will be a blessing for everyone involved!

Along with the Christmas Dinner, our Immigration Legal Clinic continues to serve our
community throughout this season. This ministry keeps offering guidance and support to
those who are seeking answers about their immigration cases.

In the end, the Christmas season reminds us of the importance of family and fellowship,
but it also opens our eyes to the needs around us. It softens our hearts so we can bring
hope, love, and care to our community—just as the church in the book of Acts once did.

This Christmas, enjoy your loved ones deeply, but also take the opportunity to share love,
peace, and hope with those who are facing need.

Let us be one in Jesus!
Con carino y aprecio.
Pastor Daniel Cardenas
iFeliz Navidad!

INCLEMENT WEATHER CLOSING

With winter knocking at the door, it's a good time to review the steps we
will take in the event of a weather emergency. When directed by the
Senior Pastor or the leadership of FUMC, someone from the staff will:

. Contact WKRC-Channel 12 - to reflect the change of status.

. Send out email through Constant Contact to FUMC members.

. Record special phone messages as needed
If Sunday service or a planned event has not been cancelled, please do what is best for
your safety. Neither the Lord nor your FUMC family wants you to be harmed by attending.
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EVERYDAY EPIPHANY WORSHIP SERIES

Epiphany through Transfiguration o -
Epiphany as a date is the day we celebrate the wise men giving * ﬁ o
their gifts to the Holy Family. Epiphany in our everyday language is =

a sudden realization, an insight, a discovery. Our observance of EVERYDAY

Epiphany in 2026 will launch this new series geared to encouraging

us see God in the everyday. Just like the wise men got to experi-

ence the extraordinary presence of God, we, too, get to see God

in the unexpected place of our daily living. Our God blesses us with these moments of
wonder and uses them to transform, assure, teach, or guide us. When Jacob experienced in
Genesis after waking up from his dream of a ladder with angels ascending and descending,
he proclaimed: Surely the Lord is in this place, and | did not know it. The Lord is in our place,
too. May we experience Everyday Epiphanies!

Date Sermon Title Scripture
1.4.2026 Looking Up Matthew 2:1-12
1.11.2026 Looking Back and Looking Forward  Matthew 3:1-17
1.18.2026 Looking for More Matthew 4:12-23
1.25.2026 Waking up to the Holy Genesis 28:10-17
2.1.2026 Waking Up to Possibility John 2:1-12
2.8.2026 Waking Up to Perseverance Genesis 26:17-22
2.15.2026 Waking Up to Glory Matthew 17:1-9

EVERYDAY EPIPHANIES EVENTS

To expand our Everyday Epiphanies worship series outside of Sunday mornings, we are
offering two special gatherings. The first is on Tuesday, January é6th where we will be doing
some stargazing. Meet at the church at 7:30 p.m. and we will drive out and watch the stars.
What a perfect way to celebrate the journey and arrival of the wise men to see the Christ
Child. We will be outside so make sure you dress for the weather!

On Thursday, January 29th we are going to gather in the sanctuary for morning prayers
followed by breakfast together. Please plan on joining us for one or both of these events.
More information will be coming as the date

approaches!

SHALOM SHELTER MINISTRY BEGINS SUNDAY JAN 4TH

First UMC will again be the gathering place for Shalom guests. Steve Swank is our church
coordinator and will be seeking volunteers to help. There are currently 9 area churches
who have agreed to help house our homeless neighbors from Jan. 4th thru March 7th. Our
week to host is March 1st thru the 7th. This program provides food and overnight shelter
during the worst weather months. Please pray for the many volunteers and our guests.



b

™

\
UewseH epusRg 0¢
Uop4o9) auenq
lloq ealven( 7
apjiel 3307
dunoj pineq 97
pysuiziews Kio 57
aPPIYST
waipng woj 57
WM ey 2
uosye( |03 91
uopion

-uoxi Awwio] ¢

%}t_@

|4y JioyD ON
Apnag
3)qig dIuedsiH ON
Anued 00:Z diysiopA 0E01
¥ 3IA3 34 yBS 0001 | gniD sepfeasg 00:8 | [00YdS ABpuUns 006
SHVIA MaN € o€ 67 8z
CRILNELN
sexx @ISO sxx @ISO WBiR|puRD 0£:L
IDHHO0 = IDHH0 e IAIBS
uojunwwio) 0£0 | Anued ON diysJopA OE01
Ava JA3 B4 Y®s 00:01 | QnID Isepfeasg 00:8 | [00YdS Aepuns 006
T 97 | SVWISIHHD ST | SVWLSIHHD +T €T w 1T
Apmag
2|qig 1uedsiH 00:9
104D 00 B € e Npgenty A D100 JAAN
e GVCQU .__OSU »Nrm mNF_UmE:U
sueA3 qog @ Anueg 00 diysJopA 0E01
31D 2doH 00'6 Sy 4015 00:01 | QNID ISEPEIIG 00'8 | 100YdS ABpuUnS 006
0z 6l 8l Ll 9l sl ¥l
Jauuiq sewnsuyd
Apmag Aunwwo) 0g:§ D (8337 009
2|qIg duedsiH 00:9 e
uesea)d 4104D 00:L % € | [euonedauduod 00
0001 3n2ed IO 3D Anued 00 diysiopA 0€01
Aejg seunsiayd paqeZI3 00T | 34 y]S 0001 | gniD Isepfeasg 00:8 | 100YdS Aepuns 006
€l 4] 1 ol 6 8| NOINNWWOD £
paeog JAAN 000
uduo)
Aeplig 35114 00°Z|
9 S ¥ € z I

g

ML

M

!

oy

SUT 7 q




.

%«i&i y
Japn| ukjosey of
sma.puy Apn[ 67
BpPN BUWIIA 8T
uedLuny Auoyuy 77
smaJpuy uyo[ 9|
YoLwwnIYy| U3y |

QW07 BUUIS) §
Jauyney ang §

%é}tﬁ_h

|12uno0>

41042 00'L % € "uIwpy 00:9
QgL awiL Apmag 834 2duRUY 0§
sepjea.g g | 2Jqig dluedsiH 00:9 Anued 00:7 diysIopA 00|
s4adsap Buuloly 2 Y©s 0001 | QniD Isepeatg 00:g | [00YS Aepuns 00:6
I€ 0€ 62 8T Vid 92 14
41042 00:L B €
Apmig
2|q!g dluedsiH 00:9 $993sN4 | 0€:9
aNa SIDILYY Anued 00 diys4op 0€0|
YOavsSYaWy 3 Y0s 0001 | QD Isepeatg 00:8 | 1004 Aepuns 00i6
¥T €2 w 1T 0z 6l 8l
4104 00°L B €
Apmig
2|q1g 2JuedsiH 009 Anieg 007 21D (6397 00:9 Aejg sewnsiayd
sueA3 qog @ S¥dS 00| diysopA 0E0 |
31D adoH 006 Syq 415 00:01 | QNID IsePERIG 00:8 | 100YdS Aepung 006
L 9l Sl 4 £l 4 I
41042 00'L B € Bujzedueag SUDIS WojpYys
Apmg Aueydid3 og:£
eseald | 2|qig dluedsiH 009
W@ 2D Anued 00:7 diysIoAA 00|
Y2aqez!|3 00T 3 eSO | QniD sepleasg 00'g | [00YdS Aepung 006
ol 6 8 L 9 S| NOINNWWOD ¥
Aeq saunuajep ¢T1
sxx GISOTD uoou@ Meduo) >mvt“_ 1814 9
Paeog AN 00°01 IDHHO s Aepyuiq 1azelq SN
w0y Aepypiq paquiey Ayyey €
o0l O e
3 7| SHVIAMIN |

4

ML

"

oy

u




2025 First Friday
oncert § Artist Series

2. 3 - Harps of Grace

once again be filled with the glorious
sed on past reviews, this is one you
wanl to miss!

my Rogers

nkv-Tonk/Blues Piano
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